ANESTHESIOLOGIST ASSISTANTS

NRS 630.0247 “Supervising anesthesiologist” defined. “Supervising
anesthesiologist” means an active physician who is licensed and in good standing in
this State, is certified or is eligible to be certified as an anesthesiologist by the
American Board of Anesthesiology or its successor organization and supervises one

or more anesthesiologist assistants.
(Added to NRS by 2023, 1545)

NRS 630.008 “Anesthesiologist assistant” defined. “Anesthesiologist
assistant” means a person who has been issued a license by the Board pursuant
to NRS 630.2683 or 630.2685, as applicable, and is approved by the Board to assist in

the practice of medicine under the supervision of a supervising anesthesiologist.
(Added to NRS by 2023, 1545)

Proposal: Remove requirement/authority for anesthesiologist assistants to
be licensed by the Board of Osteopathic Medicine. It is unclear when/why
they need to be licensed by both boards. The Nevada Legislature drafted
anesthesiologist assistants (AAs) in a manner similar to physician
assistants. That assumed a set one-to-one supervision relationship. Instead,
AAs do not always work with the same supervising anesthesiologist, and they
are allowed to work under the supervision of any anesthesiologist licensed in
Nevada under the NRS Chapter 630 definitions. Removing licensure for AAs
from the Board of Osteopathic Medicine would simplify things for those
licensees. For example, NRS 630.0137 allows a perfusionist to work “under
the order and supervision of a physician.” It does not specify whether the
physician is licensed pursuant to NRS 630 or NRS 633. Similarly,
practitioners of respiratory care practice “under the direction of or pursuant
to a prescription from a physician licensed to practice in this State, any other
state, any territory of the United States or the District of Columbia”
according to NRS 630.276.
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