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BEFORE THE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS 

OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

***** 

In the Matter of Charges and 

Complaint Against 

Case No. 20-5783-1 

RICHARD ALLAN BARGEN, M.D., 

Respondent. 

FILED 
JUL - 7 2023 

NEVADA~STATE BOARD O 
MED½:AL EXA 

By: ---f"_.,., -""-"''--------
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

TO: Deonne E. Cantine, Esq. 
Deputy General Counsel 
Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners 
9600 Gateway Drive 
Reno, Nevada 89521 

Richard Allan Bargen, M.D. 
490 HIGHLAND A VE. #24 
Reno, NV 89512 

This matter came for hearing on May 15, 2023. Present were Deonne E. Cantine, Esq. on 

behalf of the Investigative Committee (the "IC") of the Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners 

("NSBME"), and the undersigned hearing officer. Respondent Richard Allan Bargen, M.D. ("Dr. 

Bargen") did not appear nor otherwise participate. 

Notice to Dr. Bargen was confirmed on the record. Specifically, proof was submitting 

indicating that the Scheduling Order, filed April 18, 2023, which contained notice of the hearing 

was sent by certified mail to Dr. Bargen by Ms. Mercedes Fuentes on April 19, 2023, at his last 

known address on file with the Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners (the "Board"). See 

NRS 630.254; NRS 630.255; NRS 630.344; Scheduling Order, p. 4. While Dr. Bargen had 

communications with the Board, the record indicates that he did not provide an alternative 

address, was aware of the proceedings, and did not engage in the proceedings despite several 

1 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

notices and attempts to contact him. 1 See Volume 1, Exhibit 2. No continuance of the hearing 

was requested by any interested party. 

With Dr. Bargen having failed to appear and no continuance having been requested nor 

granted, the matter was heard as scheduled pursuant to NRS 622A.350, which provides: 

1. If a party fails to appear at a scheduled hearing and a continuance 
has not been scheduled or granted, any party who is present at the hearing may 
make an offer of proof that the absent party was given sufficient legal notice. Upon 
a determination by the regulatory body or hearing panel or officer that the absent 
party was given sufficient legal notice, the regulatory body or hearing panel or 
officer may proceed to consider and dispose of the case without the participation of 
the absent party. 

2. If the licensee fails to appear at a hearing, the regulatory body or 
hearing panel or officer may accept the allegations against the licensee in the 
charging document as true. 

As well as pursuant to NAC 630.470(2), which provides: "If a licensee fails to appear at a 

scheduled hearing and no continuance has been requested and granted, the evidence may be heard 

and the matter may be considered and disposed of on the basis of the evidence before the Board, 

panel or hearing officer in the manner required by this section." 

In so proceeding, undersigned heard evidence from the IC in support of the Complaint 

allegations that consist of: Count I, NRS 630.301(4), Malpractice; and Count II, NRS 

630.306(1)(b)(2), Violation of Standards of Practice; and Count III, NRS 630.3062(1)(a), Failure 

to Maintain Complete Medical Records), premised upon controlled substances being prescribed 

and administered by an unknown provider, by and through credentials held by Dr. Bargen, and by 

Dr. Bargen himself. Through sworn testimony of Chief Investigator for the Nevada State Board 

of Medical Examiners Ernesto Diaz, and through the admission of Exhibits 1-6, the IC established 

as follows: 

1. Dr. Bargen was employed as a locums for Dr. Gary Ridenour, a physician located 

in Fallon, Nevada. See Volume I, Exhibit 2. 

28 1 In this respect, there are no filings in the record on behalf of Dr. Bargen including, but not limited to, an Answer to 
the Complaint. 
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2. While investigating to file a Complaint against another physician, Dr. Gary 

Ridenour, a peer review from Robert Gong, MD, dated January 6, 2020, referenced Dr. Richard 

Bargen as a physician whose treatment fell below the standard of care. See Volume I, Exhibit 1, 

p. 1, paragraph 10; Transcript of Hearing Proceedings, p. 9. 

3. Multiple attempts were made by the IC to reach Dr. Bargen, to no avail. See 

Volume I, Exhibit 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6; Transcript of Hearing Proceedings, pp. 9-17. 

4. The NSBME arranged with a process server, Legal Process Service, to personally 

serve Dr. Bargen at the last known address that he supplied to NSBME and the IC. See Volume I, 

Exhibit 1, p. 3; Exhibit 2; Exhibit 5; Transcript of Hearing Proceedings, pp. 23-25. 

5. When the NSBME was unable to contact Dr. Bargen, it arranged for service by 

publication. Volume I, Exhibit 6; Transcript of Hearing Proceedings 25-26. 

WHEREFORE the undersigned hearing officer finds as follows: 

Proper notice of the proceedings, inclusive of the evidentiary hearing, was provided to Dr. 

Bargen and no continuance of the evidentiary hearing was sought nor granted; 

Pursuant to NRS 622A.350(2) the undersigned accepts the allegations against Dr. Bargen 

in the Complaint, filed June 10, 2020, as true; 

Aside from the authority granted by NRS 622A.350(2), the undersigned hearing officer 

finds that the IC established a violation of Count I, NRS 630.301 ( 4), Malpractice, by establishing, 

as alleged, that Dr. Bargen dispensed, and prescribed excessively high doses of controlled 

substances to Patient A and that Dr. Bargen further failed to monitor, assess, or review the use of 

opioids or discuss alternatives with the patient, which compounded the improprieties engaged in 

by Dr. Bargen with respect thereto. The foregoing establishes that Dr. Bargen failed to use the 

reasonable care, skill or knowledge ordinarily used under similar circumstances when he provided 

medical services to Patient A, in a manner not authorized by law as contemplated by NRS 

630.306( 4). 
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1 
Aside from the authority granted by NRS 622A.350(2), the undersigned hearing officer 

2 finds that the IC established a violation of Count II, NRS 630.306(1 )(b )(2), Violation of Standards 

3 of Practice, by establishing that Dr. Bargen furnished opioids to Patient A as described above, i.e., 

4 in excessively high doses while failing to justify changes in doses, in a combination with other 

5 medications without documenting the medical justification, failing to review the PMP after 

6 encounters with the patient, failing to assess the patient for alternative non-opioid therapy or to 

7 assess the possible interaction of patient's concurrent medications with opioid therapy; failing to 

8 assess the patient for possible drug abuse, drug diversion or other non-medical related activity, 

9 failing to review the PMP data or to assess the patient for possible drug screens. The foregoing 

10 establishes that Dr. Bargen engaged in behavior that violated the professional standards in the 

11 practice of medicine contrary to law. 

12 Aside from the authority granted by NRS 622A.350(2), the undersigned hearing officer 

13 finds that the IC established a violation of Count III, NRS 630.3062(1)(a), Failure to Maintain 

14 Complete Medical Records, by establishing that Dr. Bargen failed to maintain timely, complete, 

15 legible, and accurate medical records relating to the diagnosis; treatment, and care of Patient A. 

16 

17 BASED UPON THE FOREGOING, it is recommended that the Board find Dr. Bargen in 

18 violation ofNRS 630.301(4), Malpractice, as alleged in Count I of the Complaint filed on June 

19 10, 2020; NRS 630.306(1 )(b )(2), Violation of Standards of Practice, as alleged in Count II of the 

20 Complaint filed on June 10, 2020; and NRS 630.3062(1)(a), failure to Maintain Complete 

21 Medical Records, as alleged in Count III of the Complaint filed on June 10, 2020. 

22 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 3rd day of July 2023. 
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Nancy Moss Ghusn, Esq., Hearing Officer for the 
Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners 
675 West Moana Lane Ste. #107 
Reno, NV 89509 
(775) 772-5644 
Nmg4 l 6@gmail.com 

4 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I am employed by the Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners and 

that on the 10th day of July, 2023, I served a file-stamped copy of the foregoing FINDINGS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS, via U.S. Certified Mail, return receipt requested, to the following 

parties: 

RICHARD ALLEN BARGEN, M.D. 
490 Highland Ave. #24 
Reno, NV 89512 

9171969009350255683178 Tracking No.: ____ ___ ____ _ 

DATED this \Db-day of July, 2023. 

MERCEDES FUENTES ~ 
Legal Assistant 
Nevada State Board of Medical Examiners 


